BARTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE

COURSE SYLLABUS

SPRING 1999

I. GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION

Course Number:

SOCI 1138

Course Title:


Women in Society

Credit Hours:


3

Prerequisites:


None

Division and Discipline:
Liberal Arts and Sciences/Social Science/Sociology

Course Description:

The course examines ideas and concerns of different thinkers, academics, activists, and social critics that are expanding the boundaries of gender theory. Gender issues from the past, present, and future focusing on women, will be incorporated into an interdisciplinary approach with emphasis on the social sciences.

II. CLASSROOM POLICY

Students and faculty of Barton Community College constitute a special community engaged in the process of education. The college assumes that its students and faculty will demonstrate a code of personal honor that is based upon courtesy, integrity, common sense, and respect for others both within and outside the classroom.

The College reserves the right to suspend a student for conduct that is detrimental to the College’s educational endeavors as outlined in the College Catalog.

Plagiarism on any academic endeavors at Barton County Community College will not be tolerated. Learn the rules of, and avoid instances of, intentional or unintentional plagiarism.

Anyone seeking an accommodation under provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act should notify Student Support Services.

III. COURSE AS VIEWED IN THE TOTAL CURRICULUM

A student will learn the ideas and concerns of different thinkers, academics, activists, and social critics that are expanding the boundaries of gender theory. Gender issues from the past, present, and future will be incorporated into an interdisciplinary approach with emphasis on the social sciences. This course will provide the basic knowledge necessary for academic success in upper division sociology, gender studies, and women's studies courses.

IV. ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING / COURSE OUTCOMES
Barton Community College is committed to the assessment of student learning and to quality education. Assessment activities provide a means to develop an understanding of how students learn, what they know, and what they can do with their knowledge. Results from these various activities guide Barton, as a learning college, in finding ways to improve student learning.

The major objective of this course is to familiarize the student with the field of gender studies with a specific focus on women. We will begin with an overview of women studies:  its history, perspectives, methodology, concepts, and theories that sociologists use to describe and analyze gender issues. Our study of these topics will provide a foundation for an exploration into important features of social life and various ways that social structure/social forces affect the lives of females, males, groups, families, and institutions within a society.

Specific Course Objectives:
1. To develop or improve students' skills in analyzing sociological data and in drawing informed conclusions about those data.

2. To develop or improve students' skills in differentiating between good data and bad data.

3. To develop critical thinking skills that are necessary to assess arguments based on social fact, myth, or analogy.

4. To develop (through examinations, papers, and discussions) the clear persuasive written and oral style that is the mark of an educated person.

5. To help students gain basic factual knowledge of the society in which they participate and create through their thoughts, feelings, and behaviors.

V. COURSE COMPETENCIES

After completing this course, the student will be able to:

1. Define women's studies and illustrate its perspectives.

2. Differentiate the major perspectives in gender studies today.

3. Distinguish to what degree women and men possess similar levels of valued resources.

4. Distinguish to what degree women and men have similar amounts, types, and ranges of life options.

5. Exhibit knowledge of the process of gender socialization.

6. List social institutions and describe how they impact gender roles.

7. Describe the interplay between language and culture and its importance to gender.

8. Explain what role the social structure plays in the creation and maintenance of gender.

9. Identify the ways by which gender categories, status, and roles are constructed.

10. Describe how deviance and social control measures have been and are used against gender blenders.

11. Discuss issues of social inequality surrounding gender, such as age, race/ethnicity, socioeconomic, and regional factors.

12. Outline consequences that social stratification has on women and men.

13. Describe the relative contributions of biology and culture to gender formation.

14. Describe the affects of different types of family structure, dimensions of family structure, types of mate-selection norms, types of marriages, and how they affect gender.

15. Distinguish to what degree women's and men's psychological states, their mental health, and degree of happiness or contentment seem to indicate that their situations are satisfactory.

VI. INSTRUCTOR'S EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS IN CLASS

VII. TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS

VIII. REFERENCES

IX. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION AND EVALUATION

X. ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS

XI. COURSE OUTLINE
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