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I. GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION

Course Number:

SOCI 1114

Course Title:

Human Sexuality

Credit Hours:

3

Prerequisite:

SOCI 1100 Introduction to Sociology or PSYC 1000 Psychology
Division and Discipline:
Liberal Arts and Sciences/Social Science/Sociology

Course Description: 
This course is designed as a comprehensive overview of the entire field of sexuality and uses an interdisciplinary approach, which deals with the biological, psychological, and sociological aspects of sexuality. There is emphasis placed on factual dimensions as well as religious, moral, and ethical values and the social mores of the various cultural groups.

II. CLASSROOM POLICY

Students and faculty of Barton Community College constitute a special community engaged in the process of education. The college assumes that its students and faculty will demonstrate a code of personal honor that is based upon courtesy, integrity, common sense, and respect for others both within and outside the classroom.

The College reserves the right to suspend a student for conduct that is detrimental to the College’s educational endeavors as outlined in the College Catalog.

Plagiarism on any academic endeavors at Barton Community College will not be tolerated. Learn the rules of, and avoid instances of, intentional or unintentional plagiarism.

Anyone seeking an accommodation under provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act should notify Student Support Services.

III. COURSE AS VIEWED IN THE TOTAL CURRICULUM

Human Sexuality is far more than dissemination of information regarding the biological functioning of men and women. It is an interdisciplinary course that encompasses the social dimensions of sexuality as well as the strictly biological.  

Moreover, human sexuality is concerned with both scientific facts and personal values. It can be expected to contribute to the process by which children and youth develop standards of acceptable behavior, self-control, and a realization of the role of sex in one's life.

This course counts as a social science elective in the fulfillment of BCCC graduation requirements. Human Sexuality transfers to Regent institutions, but it is the student's responsibility to determine how this course transfers to satisfy his/her bachelor degree requirements.

IV. ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING (BROAD OBJECTIVES)

Barton Community College is committed to the assessment of student learning and to quality education. Assessment activities provide a means to develop an understanding of how students learn, what they know, and what they can do with their knowledge. Results from these various activities guide Barton, as a learning college, in finding ways to improve student learning.

Sexuality cannot be confined to the mechanistic dimensions of  reproduction, physiology, anatomy, or an impersonal classification of modes of sexual behavior; it must include the sociological, psychological, phenomenological, and ethical aspects of sex and sexuality. With this in mind five major objectives are proposed for this course.

1. To familiarize students with methods used in research on sexual behavior, and particularly with problems inherent in some of these methods, so that they can read research reports critically and rationally.

2. To provide practical information needed for everyday living (e.g. information about sexual anatomy, contraception, AIDS, STDs).

3. To help students feel more comfortable with thinking and talking about sex, both to minimize their own discomfort about an anxiety provoking topic and to help them become rational and reflective decision-makers in this important arena of their lives.

4. To develop critical thinking skills that are necessary to assess arguments based on social fact, myth, or analogy.

5. To develop (through examinations, papers, and discussions) the clear persuasive written and oral style that are the marks of an educated person.

V. COURSE COMPETENCIES

After completing this course students will be able to:

1. Describe the difficulty in determining what constitutes "normal" sexual behavior.

2. List several examples that illustrate how diversity exists in various subcultures within the United States.

3. Describe research methods used by sexologists, including advantages and disadvantages of each method.

4. Distinguish between gender identity, gender role, and sex role.

5. Identify and briefly describe the male/female sexual anatomy.

6. Outline the sexual response cycle for males and females.

7. Discuss different perspectives on love.

8. Discuss three strategies that may be helpful to begin talking about sex.

9. Define and discuss celibacy, erotic dreams/fantasies, masturbation, cunnilingus, fellatio, and penile-vaginal intercourse.

10. Describe four current positions toward homosexuality represented in contemporary Christianity.

11. Define and discuss research on bisexuality, homophobias, and same-sex  relations.

12. Describe how a variety of contraceptives work, listing the advantages and disadvantages of each.

13. Discuss sexually transmitted diseases, making specific reference to what caused the disease, what we know regarding incidence and transmission, symptoms and complications, and available treatment alternatives.

14. Define atypical sexual behavior and distinguish it from other labels such as deviant, perverted, abnormal, etc.

15. Describe the characteristics of rapists, rape laws, rape myths, and difficulties obtaining accurate statistics on sexual assault.

16. Define pornography and explain some of the problems in establishing a contemporary definition of it.

17. Describe sexual harassment and discuss Supreme Court rulings on the issue.

VI. INSTRUCTOR'S EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS IN CLASS

VII. TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS

VIII. REFERENCES

IX. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION AND EVALUATION

X. ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS

XI. COURSE OUTLINE
14

