
BARTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE

COURSE SYLLABUS

I. GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION

Course Number:

SOCI 1102

Course Title:


Marriage and Family

Credit Hours:


3

Prerequisite:


None

Division and Discipline:
Academics Division/Sociology

Course Description:

A survey of sociological research methods and theories used in the study of marriages/families. The effects of social change, gender theory, and contemporary global problems facing marriages/families will be considered.

II. INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

III. COLLEGE POLICIES
Students and faculty of Barton Community College constitute a special community engaged in the process of education.  The College assumes that its students and faculty will demonstrate a code of personal honor that is based upon courtesy, integrity, common sense, and respect for others both within and outside the classroom.

Plagiarism on any academic endeavors at Barton Community College will not be tolerated. The student is responsible for learning the rules of, and avoiding instances of, intentional or unintentional plagiarism.  Information about academic integrity is located in the Student Handbook.

The College reserves the right to suspend a student for conduct that is determined to be detrimental to the College educational endeavors as outlined in the College Catalog, Student Handbook, and College Policy & Procedure Manual.  (Most up-to-date documents are available on the College webpage.)

Any student seeking an accommodation under the provisions of the Americans with Disability Act (ADA) is to notify Student Support Services via email at disabilityservices@bartonccc.edu.

IV. COURSE AS VIEWED IN THE TOTAL CURRICULUM

Most students will eventually marry and have families and through this course a better understanding of scientific knowledge will serve as practical study and application for all students. Students desiring further investigation of this field of sociology or social work majors will find this to be a basic course and foundation for continuous inquiry and application. This course is a transfer course fulfilling 3 hours in social science.

The learning outcomes and competencies detailed in this syllabus meet, or exceed the learning outcomes and competencies specified by the Kansas Core Outcomes Project for this course, as sanctioned by the Kansas Board of Regents. 
V. ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING 

Barton Community College is committed to the assessment of student learning and to quality education.  Assessment activities provide a means to develop an understanding of how students learn, what they know, and what they can do with their knowledge.  Results from these various activities guide Barton, as a learning college, in finding ways to improve student learning. 

Course Outcomes, Competencies, and Supplemental Competencies:

A. Describe different kinds of Marriages and Family structures including differences by race, ethnicity, social class, and religion.
1. Describe how the traditional definition of the family is inadequate, and what elements must be considered to create a definition of the family that will reflect the diverse forms in contemporary American society.
2. Compare and contrast the view that the family has an impact on society with the view that society has an impact on the family.
3. What is meant by the phrase “taking a realistic view of the family” and why this is important.

4. Describe how marriage is both a personal and legal commitment between two individuals that includes unstated assumptions. What are these assumptions and who is advantaged and disadvantaged by them.

5. Discuss how age at marriage, race, socioeconomic status, region, and religion affect the divorce rates.

6. Describe how remarriages differ from first marriages.
B. Distinguish between sex and gender.
1. Carefully define what is meant by the terms sex and gender, and note how they differ.
2. Describe the stereotypes associated with male and female behavior, and not how the use of stereotypes varies by groups.
C. Describe love, communication, power and the mate selection process.
1. Discuss how wage earning influences the balance of marital power, and then note how the balance of power may be altered in these relationships.

2. Briefly outline the sources of conflict in intimate relationships.
3. Describe the different ways that happy and unhappy couples communicate with each other
4. Describe the various ways in which contemporary couples may meet. Include how the mass media may play a part in this process.
5. Describe the incidence and trends regarding cohabitation, including factors like age, marital status, race/ethnicity, and parental status.
D. Explain how work and family affect each other and parenting of children
1. Outline the rewards and costs of childbearing
2. Recount the historical changes in how children have been viewed.
3. Explain how work affects family life and how family life affects work.
4. Discuss the relationship between domestic violence and child abuse
5. Describe how various agents of socialization like parents and teachers teach children to behave in gender appropriate ways. 
VI. INSTRUCTOR'S EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS IN CLASS

VII. TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS

VIII. REFERENCES

IX. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION AND EVALUATION

X. ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS

XI. COURSE OUTLINE


