BARTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE

COURSE SYLLABUS

SPRING 2004

I. GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION

Course Number:

RELI 1303

Course Title:


New Testament Literature: Acts & The Epistles

Credit Hours:


3

Prerequisite:


None

Division and Discipline:
Liberal Arts and Sciences/Humanities/Religion

Course Description:

A course designed to introduce the student to the English translations of the Acts and Epistles of the New Testament.

II. CLASSROOM POLICY

Students and faculty of Barton Community College constitute a special community engaged in the process of education. The college assumes that its students and faculty will demonstrate a code of personal honor that is based upon courtesy, integrity, common sense, and respect for others both within and outside the classroom.

The College reserves the right to suspend a student for conduct that is detrimental to the College’s educational endeavors as outlined in the College Catalog.

Plagiarism on any academic endeavors at Barton County Community College will not be tolerated. Learn the rules of, and avoid instances of, intentional or unintentional plagiarism.

Anyone seeking an accommodation under provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act should notify Student Support Services.

III. COURSE AS VIEWED IN THE TOTAL CURRICULUM

This course is intended for all students whether they are majoring in religion or Christian education or not. Current polls taken in the United States indicate that people in this age are unbelievably ignorant of both the Old and New Testaments. Some of the polls indicated that many people could not answer simple and basic questions about the Bible. For example, many people questioned could not tell whether Abraham, Moses, and Matthew were Old or New Testament personalities. The findings of these polls would not be alarming were it not for the fact that no other literature ever penned by man has affected the thinking of western man to the extent that the Bible has! Both believers and non-believers have affirmed this claim. The student will be introduced to biblical helps that will enable him to analyze a given passage of Scripture in order to determine exactly what that passage is saying. Often times sincere, well-meaning people make a passage of Scripture mean what they want it to mean. Students enrolled in this course will learn to compare a passage in context to the whole Bible instead of parts since the message of the Bible never contradicts itself. In addition to sound principles of hermeneutics, students learn to compare and contrast various Greek and Hebrew scholars who have commented on the gospels. Learning to exegete passages of Scripture is fundamental to the serious student of the Bible, helping the student to form beliefs based on what they have learned. Learning, however, must never end there but continue to expand to further develop the students thinking about God. This course is designed to equip students to accomplish this.

IV. ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING / COURSE OUTCOMES
Barton Community College is committed to the assessment of student learning and to quality education. Assessment activities provide a means to develop an understanding of how students learn, what they know, and what they can do with their knowledge. Results from these various activities guide Barton, as a learning college, in finding ways to improve student learning.

One of the purposes of teaching New Testament Literature: Acts & The Epistles is to help the student develop skills in eliciting deeper understanding and meaning of the Acts & The Epistles texts. In learning these basic skills as they apply to a limited portion of the Scripture, the student will be able to apply the same techniques to all portions of the Old and New Testaments. A sound and logical approach to biblical interpretation is required from each student. Exams and exegetical papers handed in to the instructor will help indicate the degree of success in reaching this goal. 

Understanding the life of Jesus is detrimental to understanding how his teachings and life affected his Disciples after his ascension. The basic theology of his life will be interwoven throughout the class sessions in context to the passages being presented.

Many ancient people wrote only of their victories and strong personality characteristics. The bible, on the other hand, clearly describes both the weaknesses and strengths of its protagonists and its heroic people. Thereby the student readily identifies with the stark humanness of the people of the Bible.

At the conclusion of this course, a student should be able to demonstrate the following skills and knowledge:

1. Utilize exhaustive concordances, expository and topical dictionaries, commentaries, etc.

2. Basic understanding and knowledge of the themes of Acts and The Epistles.

V. COURSE COMPETENCIES

1. Chart a broad chronology of the main events and associated characters of the Bible.

2. Follow a method for effective Bible study.

3. Acquire a basic competency in using biblical research materials.

4. Discover how the Bible came into being from inspiration to canonization.

5. Demonstrate an understanding of the historical background of the New Testament times from the interestamental period through the founding of the early church. 

6. Identify and understand the time/culture of the writings of The Epistles.

7. Explain the primacy of preaching in the founding of the early church.

8. Follow the transition from Peter to Paul in the book of Acts.

9. Identify and illustrate the central theme of the book of Romans & Hebrews.

10. Differentiate between the writing styles and purposes of Paul and John.

11. Explain Paul’s understanding of eschatology.

12. Understand Paul’s Theological Perspective.

VI. INSTUCTOR EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS IN CLASS

VII. TEXTBOOK AND OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS

VIII. REFERENCES

IX. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION AND EVALUATION

X. ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS

XI. COURSE OUTLINE
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