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COURSE SYLLABI

SPRING 2008

I. GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION


Course Number:  POLS 1815
Course Title:  Introduction to the United Nations and International Organizations

Credit Hours:  3 Credit Hours

Division/Discipline:  Social Science/Political Science

Course Description:
This course will explore various theoretical perspectives on international relations, and on the role of international organizations more specifically. The course focus will center on examining the historical evolution of the United Nations and its precursors. We will discuss the UN’s structure and governance role in international peace and security, terrorism, human rights, development, and the environment. We will also explore the weaknesses and strengths of the UN and its agencies along with other international organizations and the tension faced by globalization, supranational governance, and national sovereignty.

II. CLASSROOM POLICY

Students and faculty of Barton Community College constitute a special community engaged in the process of education.  The college assumes that its students and faculty will demonstrate a code of personal honor, which is based upon courtesy, integrity, common sense, and respect for others both within and outside the classroom.

The college reserves the right to suspend a student for conduct that is detrimental to the college’s educational endeavors as outlined in the college catalog.

Plagiarism on any academic endeavors at Barton Community College will not be tolerated.  Learn the rules and avoid instances of intentional or unintentional plagiarism.

Anyone seeking an accommodation under provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act should notify the instructor and the BCC Coordinator of Instructional Services.

III. COURSE AS VIEWED IN THE TOTAL CURRICULUM

This course is considered a breadth course and fulfills a part of the general education requirement at Barton Community College.  It will enable students to understand the United Nation’s international relevance and the Millennium Development Goals. .

This course transfers for credit to many Kansas Regent Universities, and may be used to help fulfill program requirements. This course has been specifically designed to transfer to institutions that require an international based Political Science course to fulfill graduation requirements. 

The transferability of all college courses will vary among institutions, and perhaps even among departments, colleges, or programs within an institution.  Institutional requirements may also change without prior notification.  It is the student's responsibility to obtain relevant information from intended transfer institutions to insure that the courses the student enrolls in are the most appropriate set of courses for the transfer program.

IV. ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING / COURSE OUTCOMES
Barton Community College is committed to the assessment of student learning and to quality education. Assessment activities provide a means to develop an understanding of how students learn, what they know, and what they can do with their knowledge. Results from these various activities guide Barton, as a learning college, in finding ways to improve student learning.

This course will allow the student to acquire a better view of the world by recognizing the importance of the foundation of Political Science. The course focuses on the political, economic, and social/cultural factors through the examination of primary source materials. This examination of contemporary pieces provides the student a balanced, integrated perspective on the events and individuals who have shaped our world. On successful completion of the course the student will be able think, reason analytically, write, and speak on the United Nations.

In undertaking this United Nations course the student will be able to:

1. Comprehend the formal and informal operations of the United Nations and other global organizations.
2. Recognize major obstacles to effective international cooperation in the United Nations.

3. Identify the various types of international and transnational organizations and discuss the important characteristics of each.
4. Describe the structure and activities of the principal organs and specialized agencies of the UN system.
5. Evaluate the past and present performance and future prospects of  international     organizations in the world community with  particular emphasis on peace and security, terrorism, human rights, development, and the environment.
V. COURSE COMPETENCIES

1. Discuss the United Nations in world politics and the dilemmas faced in the new millennium.

2. Discuss the evolution of the United Nations and her persistent organizational problems and the need for reform.

3. Discuss the Secretary General and UN Bureaucracy as key actors and the role of NGO’s.

4. Discuss peace and security to include arms and disarmament and coping with terrorism.

5. Analyze the economic development and policies and issues to promote sustainable development.

6. Identify the role of the United Nations in Human Rights and evaluated the Human Rights record. 

7. Analyze and explain the expanded view of health and security and how it extends to the environment. 

8. Speculate on the future role of the UN and the politics of achieving changes.

VI. INSTRUCTOR'S EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS IN CLASS

VII. TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS

VIII. REFERENCES

IX. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION AND EVALUATION

X. ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS
XI. COURSE OUTLINE
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