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I. GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION

Course Number:  POLS 1810

Course Title:  The Middle East in Modern Times

Credit Hours:  3 Credit Hours

Division/Discipline:  Social Science/Political Science

Course Description:  This course will explore the politics of the Near East region, including the historic, religious, ideological, and cultural forces that share the government policies, international relations, social movements, and military conflicts of the region. Special emphasis will be placed on the Israel-Palestinian conflict, impact of the Gulf War, and current day Iraq. 

II. CLASSROOM POLICY

Students and faculty of Barton Community College constitute a special community engaged in the process of education.  The college assumes that its students and faculty will demonstrate a code of personal honor, which is based upon courtesy, integrity, common sense, and respect for others both within and outside the classroom.

The college reserves the right to suspend a student for conduct that is detrimental to the college’s educational endeavors as outlined in the college catalog.

Plagiarism on any academic endeavors at Barton Community College will not be tolerated.  Learn the rules and avoid instances of intentional or unintentional plagiarism.

Anyone seeking an accommodation under provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act should notify the instructor and the BCC Coordinator of Instructional Services.

III. COURSE AS VIEWED IN THE TOTAL CURRICULUM

This course is considered a breadth course and fulfills a part of the general education requirement at Barton Community College.  It will enable students to understand The Middle East government policies, international relations, social movements, and military conflicts.

This course transfers for credit to many Kansas Regent Universities, and may be used to help fulfill program requirements. This course has been specifically designed to transfer to institutions which require an international based Political Science course to fulfill graduation requirements. 

The transferability of all college courses will vary among institutions, and perhaps even among departments, colleges, or programs within an institution.  Institutional requirements may also change without prior notification.  It is the student's responsibility to obtain relevant information from intended transfer institutions to insure that the courses the student enrolls in are the most appropriate set of courses for the transfer program.

IV. ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING / COURSE OUTCOMES
Barton Community College is committed to the assessment of student learning and to quality education. Assessment activities provide a means to develop an understanding of how students learn, what they know, and what they can do with their knowledge. Results from these various activities guide Barton, as a learning college, in finding ways to improve student learning.

This course will allow the student to acquire a better view of the world by recognizing the importance of the foundation of Political Science. The course focuses on the political, economic, and social/cultural factors through the examination of primary source materials. This examination of contemporary pieces provides the student a balanced, integrated perspective on the events and individuals who have shaped our world. On successful completion of the course the student will be able think, reason analytically, write, and speak on the Middle East in Modern Times.

In undertaking this course the student will be able to:

1. Gain an understanding of social, political, and economic features and trends within the contemporary Middle East.

2. Understand the evolution of the main contemporary issues of regional security.

3. Differentiate the rivalry for leadership in the Arab World from the rivalry for leadership in the Islamic World.

4. Differentiate between and explain variant manifestations of political Islam.

5. Demonstrate an understanding of the readings and discussion assignments in writing by including specific examples to substantiate arguments as to why specific events occurred. 

V. COURSE COMPETENCIES

1. Trace the rise of the Ottoman Empire and the impact of its military and political power on Europe and the Middle East, respectively.
2. Assess the multi-faceted consequences of the European re-discovery of the Middle East as a consequence of Napoleon's conquest of Egypt.
3. Analyze the collapse of the Ottoman Empire at the end of World War I and examine the British and the French political reconfiguration of its Arab territories.
4. Examine and trace the birth of the Republic in Turkey and the Pahlevi Dynasty in Iran..
5. Analyze the rise and clash of Arab and Jewish nationalism in the period between World War I and World War II.

6. Identify the main causes of the regional and international conflicts in the independent Middle East from World War II to the 1970s. 
7. Analyze and explain the specific historical contexts and the interlocking problems of the Middle East since the 1970s, including, but not limited to the rise of Ba'ath power in Syria and Iraq, the Camp David Accords, the Iran-Iraq War, and military and political efforts to resolve the Arab-Israeli Conflicts. 
8. Explain the emergence of militant Islamic movements at the close of the twentieth century as products of the historical continuities and changes within the Near East.

VI. INSTRUCTOR'S EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS IN CLASS

VII. TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS
VIII. REFERENCES

IX. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION AND EVALUATION
X. ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS
XI. COURSE OUTLINE
1
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