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I. GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION

Course Number:

POLS 1804

Course Title:


International Relations

Credit Hours: 


3

Prerequisite:


None

Division and Discipline:
Liberal Arts and Sciences/Political Science

Course Description:

A study of the fundamentals of the nation-state system:  sovereignty, nationalism, diplomacy, collective security, the balance of power, and international organizations.

II. CLASSROOM POLICY

Students and faculty of Barton Community College constitute a special community engaged in the process of education. The college assumes that its students and faculty will demonstrate a code of personal honor that is based upon courtesy, integrity, common sense, and respect for others both within and outside the classroom.

The College reserves the right to suspend a student for conduct that is detrimental to the College’s educational endeavors as outlined in the College Catalog.

Plagiarism on any academic endeavors at Barton Community College will not be tolerated. Learn the rules of, and avoid instances of, intentional or unintentional plagiarism.

Anyone seeking an accommodation under provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act should notify Student Support Services.

III. COURSE A VIEWED IN TOTAL CURRICULUM

This course gives introductory-course students a basic understanding of the history of the international system from the first world war to the present. It will explain the current issues and crises in the global political system, and demonstrate the possibility of discovering patterns in the foreign policies of states and the operation of the global system.

IV. ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING / COURSE OUTCOMES
Barton Community College is committed to the assessment of student learning and to quality education. Assessment activities provide a means to develop an understanding of how students learn, what they know, and what they can do with their knowledge. Results from these various activities guide Barton, as a learning college, in finding ways to improve student learning.

This course is intended to:

1. Describe the modern international system as it emerged from two world wars.

2. Explain the role of super power nation states in the international system.

3. Identify the special interest groups and individuals that influence foreign policies.

4. Explain the role "power" plays between nations.

5. Identify relationships between nations.

6. Describe the role international organizations have in transnational actions.  

7. Identify global problems and predict the future of the global community.

V. COURSE COMPETENCIES

Upon completion of the course, the student should be able to:

1. Demonstrate an understanding of the historical structure of international politics since the First World War.

2. Define the historical trends of International Relations.

3. Trace the modern emergence of the international system.

4. Explain in general terms the political ramifications of World War I and World War II.

5. Demonstrate an understanding of the modern era in international relations.

6. Explain the origins of the Cold War.

7. Describe Soviet-Chinese relations during the Cold War.

8. Describe United States-Soviet Union relations during the Cold War.

9. Identify the various conflicts that occurred during the Cold War:  Korean War, Cuban Missile Crisis, and Vietnam.

10. Define détente and tripolarity.

11. List four reasons why the Cold War Ended.

12. Demonstrate an understanding of states’ internal components regarding the Public, Ethnicity, and Special Interests.

13. Explain the role of public opinion in International Politics.

14. Describe the idea of ignorant individuals and a wise public.

15. Define ethnicity.

16. Describe the scope of ethnic conflict in today’s world.

17. Describe why ethnicity is so important.

18. Present reasoned arguments on how to resolve ethnic conflict.

19. Describe the process of making foreign policy.

20. Describe the concept/effects of SOPs and list several historical examples.

21. Describe who makes foreign policy.

22. Explain the rationality of decision-making

23. Define the role of diplomats and bargaining in international politics.

24. Analyze the role of States as primary actors in international politics.

25. Define Nations and States.

26. Describe the historical origins of the modern state.

27. Explain what constitutes a nations power.

28. Compare States and their foreign politics.

29. Explain the concept of measuring power.

30. Explain the role of geography in international politics.

31. Describe the evolution of geopolitics.

32. Explain the concept of the simple index of power and compare the results with other measures of power.

33. Describe how to categorize States and their foreign policy.

34. Compare the Interaction of States.

35. Describe the various economic interdependencies between western nations (e.g.) Bretton Woods system, IMF, World Bank, GATT.

36. Describe the economic turmoil of the 1970s.

37. Define the idea of hegemony and specialty if the United States is losing its dominant position in West-West relations.

38. Describe reasoned arguments about the future of West-West relations.

39. Describe the relationships between Rich States and Poor States:  North –South Relationships.

40. Define the concept of Imperialism.

41. Compare the evolution between Capitalism and Imperialism.

42. Analyze and explain the development of dependency theory.

43. List several development strategies.

44. List the Asian Tigers.

45. Explain the role of developing states in the future of the International Economic System.

46. Describe East-West Relationships and the end of the Cold War.

47. Describe the Cold War confrontation between the U.S. and U.S.S.R.

48. Define the arms race.

49. Explain the game theory known as prisoner dilemma.

50. Give reasoned arguments why the Soviet Union collapsed.

51. Describe post-Cold War U.S.-Russian relations.

52. Describe possible new threats resulting from the end of the Cold War:  nuclear weapons, nuclear proliferation.

53. Present reasoned arguments on the new threats particularly from China and the Middle East.

54. Define the Green Peril.

55. Define fundamentalism.

56. Analyze the International Organizations and Transnational Actors/Coalitions, Alliances, and Economic Communities and their role in international politics.

57. Explain “balance of power” theory.

58. Define pivotal power.

59. Examine alliances and give reasoned arguments about who will ally with whom.

60. Trace the historical process of the economic integration of Western Europe and explain the importance of the European Union.

61. Explain the obstacles to integration.

62. List and describe Universal International Organizations.

63. Explain the role of peacekeeping organizations.

64. Describe the United Nations and its role in international politics.

65. Describe the concept of collective security.

66. Describe the role of Ethics, International Law, and Regimes in international politics.

67. Discuss the morality of international politics.

68. Describe the ethics of war and nuclear deterrence

69. Define the role of ethics and economic inequality in international politics.

70. Justify the ethics of intervention: human rights versus states’ rights.

71. Give reasoned arguments on when intervention might be justified.

72. Define transnational actors:  MNCs.

73. Explain the role of the MNC at home and in host countries.

74. Explore the origins of terrorism.

75. Discuss methods of dealing with terrorism.

76. Describe the current International System.

77. Explain the level-of-analysis problem in international politics.

78. Define Balance of Power and Preservation of Peace.

79. Define Polarity.

80. Discuss the potential Future of the Global Community

81. Explain the “Four Crises” facing the global community.

82. Discuss the optimistic and pessimistic views of the future world.

VI. INSTRUCTOR'S EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS IN CLASS

VII. TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS

VIII. REFERENCES

IX. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION AND EVALUATION

X. ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS

XI. COURSE OUTLINE

