

BARTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE

COURSE SYLLABUS

I. GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION

Course Number:
POLS 1801

            Course Title:

Introduction to Political Science

Credit Hours:

3

Prerequisites:

None

Division/Discipline:
Academics Division/Political Science

Course Description:
This course is designed to elevate the political awareness of the student, as well as teach the inner and outer workings of all political systems at all levels.

II. INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

III. COLLEGE POLICIES
Students and faculty of Barton Community College constitute a special community engaged in the process of education.  The College assumes that its students and faculty will demonstrate a code of personal honor that is based upon courtesy, integrity, common sense, and respect for others both within and outside the classroom.

Plagiarism on any academic endeavors at Barton Community College will not be tolerated. The student is responsible for learning the rules of, and avoiding instances of, intentional or unintentional plagiarism.  Information about academic integrity is located in the Student Handbook.

The College reserves the right to suspend a student for conduct that is determined to be detrimental to the College educational endeavors as outlined in the College Catalog, Student Handbook, and College Policy & Procedure Manual.  (Most up-to-date documents are available on the College webpage.)

Any student seeking an accommodation under the provisions of the Americans with Disability Act (ADA) is to notify Student Support Services via email at disabilityservices@bartonccc.edu.

IV. COURSE AS VIEWED IN THE TOTAL CURRICULUM

      Introduction to Political Science is an approved general education course at Barton Community College (BCC), which can be used to fulfill degree requirements as a breadth social science course in social and behavioral sciences. 
      This course transfers well and may be used to fulfill credit and course requirements for general education at most, if not all, Kansas Regent's institutions. However, general education requirements may vary among institutions, and perhaps even among departments, colleges or programs within an institution. Also, the requirements may change from time to time and without notification. Therefore, it shall be the student's responsibility to obtain relevant information from intended transfer institutions during his (her) tenure at Barton Community College (BCC) to insure that he (she) enrolls in the most appropriate set of courses for the transfer program. 

V. ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING 

Barton Community College is committed to the assessment of student learning and to quality education.  Assessment activities provide a means to develop an understanding of how students learn, what they know, and what they can do with their knowledge.  Results from these various activities guide Barton, as a learning college, in finding ways to improve student learning. 

Course Outcomes, Competencies, and Supplemental Competencies:

A. Familiar with the field of political science.
1. Define Human polity.
2. Compare the difficulties created by an interdependence of states with positive contribution of having shared interests.
3. Define political science and discuss the evolution of the work of political science.
4. Define and compare organizations, institutions, and states.
5. Define public opinion.
B. Understand ideologies, structures tools and processes.
1. Compare the relationships of control such as power, influence, authority and legitimacy
2. List and describe six approaches to the study of political science
3. Define ideology for use by political scientists.
4. Define and compare the traditional ideologies of conservatism, liberalism, socialism, and fascism. 
5. Discuss the new directions of political thought (feminism, ethnic nationalism and religious fundamentalism) as potential ideologies. 
6. Define the political culture of the nation-state.
7. Describe the political culture of sub-national and supra-national groups. 
8. List and describe five (5) of seven (7) modes of participation in politics. 
9. Compare and contrast interest groups with political parties.
10. Describe the benefits to joiners of interests groups.
11. Identify different levels of interest groups organizations.
12. Describe different goals of interest groups and some of the tactics used to achieve those goals.
13. Explain the special problem of interest groups behavior known as extra-constitutionalism.
14. Describe how political parties a4re a unique form of political organizations.
15. List the functions of political parties.
16. Explain how party members and the selection of candidates are e\affected by party organization.
17. Explain the activities involved in preparing and executing the campaign. 
18. Describe the roles of political parties in government.
19. Describe lawmaking in the legislature.
20. Describe the relationship between legislative and executive power in both a parliamentary system and a presidential system.

21. Describe the role of committees.

22. Explain what constitutes credible judge.

23. Describe the difference between theory and practice considering an independent judiciary.

24. Describe the different kinds of laws.

25. Describe the nature of sub-national government

26. Compare unitary, federal, and confederal political systems. 

27. Describe various intermediate levels of government.

28. Define local government and describe the structures and how rule adjudication takes place.

29. List the major actors in international politics. 
30. Describe how nation-state organize for international politics.

31. Describe the organization of the United Nations.

32. Describe the conduct of international politics comparing law verses force.

33. Describe the recent phenomenon of contemporary regime changes caused by the fall of communism and the establishment of capitalism.
34. Explain the effects international organizations have when regimes change and how they are affected as well.
C. Explore important features of social life.
1. Describe the impact of cultural divisiveness on the nation-state.
2. Describe lawmaking outside the legislature.
3. List and describe four (4) methods of becoming a leader.
4. Define the bureaucracy and list some major bureaucratic functions.
5. Compare too much government and too little government.
6. Define justice in terms of fair treatment under the law.
D. Describe various ways political structure/political forces affect the lives of groups and individuals within society.
1. Compare the political concepts regarding the quality of life such as equality, freedom and order.
2. Describe political economy and the relationship between economic conditions and political choices we make.
3. List and describe global economic factors that commonly influence politics.
4. List some of the powers the ordinary government has to shape a nation’s economy.

5. Describe the alternatives to capitalism.

6. List and describe the global issues of political economy.

7. Explain how an individual can influence the course of politics.

8. Explain participating by voting in elections.
9. Explain the various rules of legislators and the constituents.

10. Describe what chief executives do.

11. Describe the contemporary issue of international relations we call human rights.

12. Describe the kinds of transitions that have recently occurred in various nations-states in the world.

13. Explain the effects that occur in private lives when regimes change
VI. INSTRUCTOR'S EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS IN CLASS

VII. TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS

VIII. REFERENCES

IX. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION AND EVALUATION

X. ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS

XI. COURSE OUTLINE


