BARTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
COURSE SYLLABUS 
I. GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION 
Course Number:
PHSC 1402

Course Title:

Introduction to Geology

Credit Hours:

3 credit hours

Prerequisites:

None

Division/Discipline:
Academics Division-Liberal Arts and Sciences/Physical Science

Course Description:
This class provides an introduction to the principles of earth science and will include a study of the formation, occurrence, and structures, of minerals and rocks, the action of streams, oceans, glaciers, and other agents in the formations and modification of landscape.  Enrollment in PHSC 1403 Introduction to Geology Laboratory is required.

II. CLASSROOM POLICY 
Students and faculty of Barton Community College constitute a special community engaged in the process of education.  The College assumes that its students and faculty will demonstrate a code of personal honor that is based upon courtesy, integrity, common sense, and respect for others both within and outside the classroom. 

The College reserves the right to suspend a student for conduct that is detrimental to the College's educational endeavors as outlined in the College catalog. 

Plagiarism on any academic endeavors at Barton Community College will not be tolerated.  Learn the rules of, and avoid instances of, intentional or unintentional plagiarism. 

Anyone seeking an accommodation under provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act should notify Student Support Services. 

III. COURSE AS VIEWED IN THE TOTAL CURRICULUM 
Although considered a general education science course to fulfill the requirements of many curricula, Introduction to Geology serves at the introductory course in geology for those interested in geology, agriculture, or engineering. Students who need a 5 credit hour lab science course should also enroll in the two credit hour course, PHSC 1403 Introduction to Geology Laboratory.

General education requirements vary among institutions, and perhaps even among departments, colleges, or programs within an institution. Also, these requirements may change from time to time and without notification. Therefore, it shall be the student’s responsibility to obtain relevant information from intended transfer institutions during his (her) tenure at Barton Community College to insure that he (she) enrolls in the most appropriate set of courses for the transfer program.

IV. ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING / COURSE OUTCOMES 
Barton Community College assesses student learning at several levels:  institutional, program, degree and classroom.  The goal of these assessment activities is to improve student learning.  As a student in this course, you will participate in various assessment activities.  Results of these activities will be used to improve the content and delivery of Barton’s instructional program.

Upon the successful completion of this course, the student will:

1. Understand the earth as a whole: size, shape, age, place in the universe, internal structure, external features, and processes which have shaped the earth and continue to shape it.

2. Recognize and appreciate the geologic features of Kansas.

3. Develop sensitivity to the environment by learning how to both preserve and utilize the earth’s resources.

V. COURSE COMPETENCIES 
The learning outcomes and competencies detailed in this syllabus meet, or exceed, the learning outcomes and competencies specified by the Kansas Core Outcomes Project for this course, as sanctioned by the Kansas Board of Regents.
In order to accomplish the slated objectives, certain themes will be emphasized in the course. Scientific modes of thinking will be applied to various geologic problems. The overarching theme of plate tectonics will be recognized as the source of many geologic phenomenon. Kansas’s geology will be related to topics throughout the semester as will the stewardship of the environment. A sense of the age of the earth will be interwoven with the other themes of the course. 

Upon successfully completing of this course, the student will:

1. Develop a basic working knowledge of the scientific method and how it can be applied to geologic questions.

2. Develop a basic understanding of the major rock-forming minerals; including their chemical structure, distribution on and within the Earth, and common uses.

3. Develop a knowledge of igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic rocks; including their mineralogy, origination, distribution, and importance to humans.

4. Understand the approximate age of the Earth and the methods used to age rocks.

5. Memorize the primary time divisions of Earth history and recognize them by their major physical and biological events.

6. Recognize how and why earthquakes occur and how scientists locate the epicenters of earthquakes.

7. Develop an understanding of the major subdivisions of the Earth’s interior and how they differ from one another.

8. Develop an understanding the driving force, resulting structures, and supporting evidence for the theory of plate tectonics.

9. Develop an understanding and appreciation for the major processes governing surface features on Earth.

VI. INSTRUCTOR'S EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS IN CLASS 
VII. TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS 
VIII. REFERENCES 
IX. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION AND EVALUATION 
X. ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS 
XI. COURSE OUTLINE 
