
BARTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE

COURSE SYLLABUS

I. GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION

Course Number:

PHIL 1605

Course Title:


Reason and Argument

Credit Hours:


3

Prerequisite:


None

Division and Discipline:
Academic Division/ Philosophy

Course Description:

This course is a study of how we can (and do) reason about all aspects of our lives. Students learn how to both create logically consistent arguments and also to break down arguments presented by others so as to judge their logical validity. Special subjects in the course include inductive fallacies, generalization, induction, analogies, and cause/effect, as well as a study of formal (or propositionally deductive) logic.

II. INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

III. COLLEGE POLICIES
Students and faculty of Barton Community College constitute a special community engaged in the process of education.  The College assumes that its students and faculty will demonstrate a code of personal honor that is based upon courtesy, integrity, common sense, and respect for others both within and outside the classroom.

Plagiarism on any academic endeavors at Barton Community College will not be tolerated.   The student is responsible for learning the rules of, and avoiding instances of, intentional or unintentional plagiarism.  Information about academic integrity is located in the Student Handbook.

The College reserves the right to suspend a student for conduct that is determined to be detrimental to the College educational endeavors as outlined in the College Catalog, Student Handbook, and College Policy & Procedure Manual.  (Most up-to-date documents are available on the College webpage.)

Any student seeking an accommodation under the provisions of the Americans with Disability Act (ADA) is to notify Student Support Services via email at disabilityservices@bartonccc.edu.

IV. COURSE AS VIEWED IN THE TOTAL CURRICULUM

The ability to reason and present cogent arguments is a skill that is needed by students to achieve success in all academic endeavors. Indeed, the skills sharpened through this course contribute to a person’s successful interactions throughout life, both personal and professional.

Transferability of college courses varies among institutions, and perhaps among departments, programs or colleges within an institution. Institutional requirements may change without prior notification. It is the student’s responsibility to obtain relevant information from intended transfer institutions to insure that the courses in which the student enrolls are the most appropriate set of courses for transfer.
V. ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING 

Barton Community College is committed to the assessment of student learning and to quality education.  Assessment activities provide a means to develop an understanding of how students learn, what they know, and what they can do with their knowledge.  Results from these various activities guide Barton, as a learning college, in finding ways to improve student learning. 

Course Outcomes, Competencies, and Supplemental Competencies:
A. Differentiate between valid and invalid arguments in simple English.
1. Explain the importance of logical objectivity to clear thinking.
2. State and use the rules of classification to organize sets of things by using concepts of genus and species, concreteness and abstractness.
B. Identify discrete claims in an argument, to distinguish between claims of fact, value and action, and to distinguish between logical validity and claims of truth or value in arguments.
1. Identify the various kinds of logical fallacies and identify them in arguments.
2. Recognize a categorical syllogism in colloquial English and express it in standard form.
3. State and apply the rules of validity to a categorical syllogism in order to determine the syllogism’s validity.
C. Evaluate arguments that make use of inductive generalizations, analogy, statistics and causal claims.
1. Evaluate the adequacy of explanations on the basis of logical strength, completeness, and informativeness.
2. Evaluate the truth of an explanation on the basis of plausibility and by indirect means.
D. Translate arguments (simple or more complicated), when present in colloquial English, into standard forms that can be evaluated as to logical validity.
1. Identify the relationship between the premises and conclusion of an argument that gives it or fails to give it logical strength.
2. Recognize and distill deductive and inductive arguments in colloquial English.
VI. INSTRUCTOR'S EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS IN CLASS
VII. TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS
VIII. REFERENCES
IX. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION AND EVALUATION
X. ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS

XI. COURSE OUTLINE


