BARTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE

COURSE SYLLABUS 

I. GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION

Course Number:


MUSI 1086

Course Title:


Jazz improvisation I

Credit Hours:


1-2

Prerequisite:


Consent of instructor

Division and Discipline:

Academics Division/Music

Course Description:

A humanities course open to students with the ability to play keyboard, wind or percussion instrument and a desire to learn improvisational techniques within the jazz idiom. The class is a laboratory type that meets two times a week.

II. INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

III. COLLEGE POLICIES
Students and faculty of Barton Community College constitute a special community engaged in the process of education. The College assumes that its students and faculty will demonstrate a code of personal honor that is based upon courtesy, integrity, common sense, and respect for others both within and outside the classroom. 

Plagiarism on any academic endeavors at Barton Community College will not be tolerated. The student is responsible for learning the rules of, and avoiding instances of, intentional or unintentional plagiarism. Information about academic integrity is located in the Student Handbook. 
The College reserves the right to suspend a student for conduct that is determined to be detrimental to the College educational endeavors as outlined in the College Catalog, Student Handbook, and College Policy & Procedure Manual. (Most up-to-date documents are available on the College webpage.) 

Any student seeking an accommodation under the provisions of the Americans with Disability Act (ADA) is to notify Student Support Services via email at disabilityservices@bartonccc.edu.

IV. COURSE AS VIEWED IN THE TOTAL CURRICULUM

The student will advance his/her performing ability, knowledge of instrument and materials.

Certain institutions will grant credit in the areas of general education, humanities, or as an elective. It is recommended that the individual student check with their chosen university as to application of credit transfer. Refer to addendum to this document for a guideline.
Some institutions will grant credits in the areas of General Education, Humanities, or as an elective. It is the student’s responsibility to confirm transferability to his or her intended university and degree program.
V. ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING 
Barton Community College is committed to the assessment of student learning and to quality education. Assessment activities provide a means to develop an understanding of how students learn, what they know, and what they can do with their knowledge. Results from these various activities guide Barton, as a learning college, in finding ways to improve student learning.

Course Outcomes, Competencies, and Supplemental Competencies:
A. The student will demonstrate a performance proficiency.

1. Demonstrate a quality tone on their chosen instrument using correct hand position, playing proper fingering technique, bowing and hand position, and employing appropriate body position.
1. Demonstrate correct embouchure, air support, and tonguing/bowing technique if applicable to students’ instrument choice. 

2. Demonstrate a proficiency of major/minor scales and explain the methods for determining key signatures.
3. Identify chord symbols and relationships between chords in a progression.

i. Identify scale possibilities suggested by the chords in a progression.

ii. Improvise coherent melodic lines appropriate to the given chord progression.

iii. Construct a logical chord progression.
iv. Target important chord tones and coloristic extensions to any given chord.
4. Demonstrate the characteristic differences of many different musical styles including swing, bop, samba, Bossa Nova, and rock.
5. Identify the roles and interrelationships between performers in a variety of settings in a jazz idiom.

B. Advancement of total musicianship

1. Demonstrate performance proficiency using an assortment of etudes that build technique, stamina, and aesthetic quality for a specific instrument.

a. This would include the following areas of each individual instrument proficiency:

i.      Scales and Arpeggios 

ii.      Melodic Interpretation 

iii.      Articulation

iv.      Fingering Exercises

v.      Ornaments

vi.      Rudiments

vii.       Hand Position

viii. Bowing Technique

C. Demonstrate an advancement of knowledge of chosen instrument

a. Perform at least one quality work in a solo setting.

b. Have an opportunity to perform in front of a live audience in a duet, or ensemble setting.
VI. INSTRUCTOR'S EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS IN CLASS

VII. TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS

VIII. REFERENCES

IX. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION AND EVALUATION

X. ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS

XI. COURSE OUTLINE
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