BARTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE

COURSE SYLLABUS 

I. GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION

Course Number:


MUSI 1014

Course Title:


Vocal Ensemble

Credit Hours:


1 - 2

Prerequisites:


By Audition
Division/Discipline:

Academics Division/Music

Course Description:

This ensemble is comprised of students selected from the choir by auditions held in the fall. Enrollment is for a full academic year. The primary purpose of the group is to perform music selected for audience appeal. Numerous performances are scheduled for civic clubs, conventions, and schools in the area served by the college. 
II. INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 

III. COLLEGE POLICIES
Students and faculty of Barton Community College constitute a special community engaged in the process of education. The College assumes that its students and faculty will demonstrate a code of personal honor that is based upon courtesy, integrity, common sense, and respect for others both within and outside the classroom. 

Plagiarism on any academic endeavors at Barton Community College will not be tolerated. The student is responsible for learning the rules of, and avoiding instances of, intentional or unintentional plagiarism. Information about academic integrity is located in the Student Handbook. 

The College reserves the right to suspend a student for conduct that is determined to be detrimental to the College educational endeavors as outlined in the College Catalog, Student Handbook, and College Policy & Procedure Manual. [Most up-to-date documents are available on the College webpage.] 

Any student seeking an accommodation under the provisions of the Americans with Disability Act (ADA) is to notify Student Support Services via email at disabilityservices@bartonccc.edu.  

IV. COURSE VIEWED IN TOTAL CURRICULUM

Vocal Ensemble qualifies as an elective for students seeking an associate degree from Barton Community College. Credit transfers either as a course equivalent or elective at most if not all regents’ institutions. It shall be the student’s responsibility to obtain relevant information from intended transfer institutions during his (her) tenure at Barton Community College to insure that he (she) enrolls in the most appropriate set of courses for the transfer program. Through membership in the choir the student will become involved in the cultural activities of the college and the communities it serves. More often than not, this type of involvement shapes positive attitudes about college life that may otherwise be overlooked. The experienced and non-experienced singer will be exposed to numerous techniques and skills necessary for fine choral singing. The music major will consider what he/she learns in this organization of lasting value in preparing for a career in music. For the non-music major, the experience may nurture a greater love for choral music and possibly provide a rewarding means of self-expression that continues throughout life.

V. ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING 

Barton Community College is committed to the assessment of student learning and to quality education. Assessment activities provide a means to develop an understanding of how students learn, what they know, and what they can do with their knowledge. Results from these various activities guide Barton, as a learning college, in finding ways to improve student learning.

The student should know that attainment of the following music objectives will vary with his/her singing ability, previous experience, interest, attitude and attendance. Any assessment of singing skill will be based on the student's personal capability rather than in direct comparison with other members. However, a student's interest, attitude, and attendance may be objectively evaluated and will be considered in the final grade.

1. The student will learn to sing correctly his/her vocal part in all music to be performed.

a. Illustrate the proper posture necessary for the production of choral music.

b. Demonstrate proper control of the breath used in producing quality choral singing.

c. Sing phrases musically.

d. Demonstrate the correct formation and production of vowel sounds.

e. Describe the correct placement of the tongue during vowel sound production.

f. Articulate crisp, clean, and rhythmically accurate consonants.

g. Demonstrate a clear, blended vocal tone.

2. The student will sing with expressive and pleasing tone quality, good pitch (intonation), correct breathing habits, clear diction, fine blend, and an awareness of musical style.
a. Develop an appreciation and knowledge base relating to the literature and cultures experienced studied.

b. Understand, at a fundamental level, the development of the choral art through the study and performance of music literature selected from various eras.

3. The student will learn choreography and basic aspects of entertainment.

a. Demonstrate basic dance steps and skills associated with a variety of music styles.

b. Develop and appreciate and understanding of successful aspects of entertainment. 

4. The student will be knowledgeable of factors that improve musicianship including a basic understanding of music notation, the purpose of vocalizes, textual considerations, and the physical aspects of singing.

a. Illustrate the proper posture necessary for the production of choral music.

b. Demonstrate proper control of the breath used in producing quality choral singing.

c. Sing phrases musically.

d. Demonstrate the correct formation and production of vowel sounds.

e. Describe the correct placement of the tongue during vowel sound production.

VI. INSTRUCTOR'S EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS IN CLASS

VII. TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS

VIII. REFERENCES

IX. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION AND EVALUATION

X. ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS

XI. COURSE OUTLINE
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