
BARTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE

COURSE SYLLABUS

I. GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION

Course Number: 
HZMT 1907
Course Title:  
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA)
Credit Hours:  
3

Prerequisites:
None

Division/Discipline:  Environmental Technology
Course Description:  This course provides an introduction to the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) with an emphasis on federal rulemaking, regulatory framework, and hazardous waste management. Topics include the Federal Register, Code of Federal Regulations, hazardous waste characterization, generator classifications, transporter responsibilities, treatment and disposal facilities, universal waste, standard and innovative remediation technologies, and contingency planning.  Students will also explore and discuss related laws impacting hazardous waste management such as the Comprehensive Environmental Response and Liability Act (CERCLA) and the Emergency Planning and Community Right to know Act (EPCRA).
II. INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

III. COLLEGE POLICIES
Students and faculty of Barton Community College constitute a special community engaged in the process of education.  The College assumes that its students and faculty will demonstrate a code of personal honor that is based upon courtesy, integrity, common sense, and respect for others both within and outside the classroom.

Plagiarism on any academic endeavors at Barton Community College will not be tolerated.   The student is responsible for learning the rules of, and avoiding instances of, intentional or unintentional plagiarism.  Information about academic integrity is located in the Student Handbook.

The College reserves the right to suspend a student for conduct that is determined to be detrimental to the College educational endeavors as outlined in the College Catalog, Student Handbook, and College Policy & Procedure Manual.  (Most up-to-date documents are available on the College webpage.)

Any student seeking an accommodation under the provisions of the Americans with Disability Act (ADA) is to notify Student Support Services via email at disabilityservices@bartonccc.edu.
IV. COURSE AS VIEWED IN THE TOTAL CURRICULUM

This course is a structured learning experience designed for the student who is currently employed in or planning to enter the Environmental Health and Safety field or other related occupation. It is a required course for the Hazardous Materials Management Degree program.  Course completion will provide the student with a basic understanding of the management of hazardous waste through a focused study of laws and regulations specifically addressing industry compliance issues.  

V. ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING 

Barton Community College is committed to the assessment of student learning and to quality education.  Assessment activities provide a means to develop an understanding of how students learn, what they know, and what they can do with their knowledge.  Results from these various activities guide Barton, as a learning college, in finding ways to improve student learning. 

Course Outcomes, Competencies, and Supplemental Competencies:

A. Develop an understanding of the Federal regulatory rulemaking process and its application in addressing hazardous waste problems.
1. Explain the primary purpose of RCRA and the types of waste regulated by RCRA. 
2. Define and discuss the RCRA principle of “cradle to grave” management.  
B. Develop the ability to analyze and interpret the Code of Federal Regulations involving the management of hazardous waste in various industry situations.  
1. Using Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), determine and interpret the requirements for identifying, storing, transporting, and disposing of hazardous waste.  
2. Using the Federal Register, identify and discuss selected final rules, proposed rules, and notices applicable to hazardous waste management.  
C. Develop an understanding of the application and principles of hazardous waste identification and determination.  
1. Define and distinguish solid waste, hazardous waste, non-hazardous waste, hazardous substance, and extremely hazardous substances. 

2. Determine and explain all conditions and procedures required to properly classify a material as a hazardous waste. 
D. Develop an understanding of the applicability compliance requirements, and impact of hazardous waste legislation and related laws on affected business and industry.  
1. Define and discuss the federal hazardous waste generator classification system and various selected state programs.  
2. Given hypothetical data, interpret explain and complete hazardous waste regulatory compliance documents. 

3. Properly conduct a hazardous waste determination.  

4. Define and distinguish the hazardous waste management requirements of generators, transporters, and treatment, storage and disposal facilities.  
E. Develop an understanding of the hazardous waste permitting process and requirements for Treatment Storage and Disposal (TSD) facilities  
1. Interpret and discuss the Land Ban Regulations.
2. Determine and interpret applicable regulations for the permitting of treatment, storage and disposal facilities. 
F.
Relate the RCRA concept of “cradle to grave management” to the components of similar environmental laws and regulations. 

1.
Define and explain compliance and imminent hazard orders, corrective action orders, monitoring and analysis orders, and associated penalties for each.   

2.
Research and discuss selected hazardous waste disposal and remediation technologies.  
G.
Develop an understanding of hazardous waste remediation technologies and resource conservation trends. 

1.
Explain the purpose of the National Contingency Plan (NCP).

2.
Define the goals of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) and the Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA) and distinguish them from RCRA.  

3.
Explain the regulatory requirements for managing underground storage tanks. 
VI. INSTRUCTOR'S EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS IN CLASS

VII. TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS

VIII. REFERENCES

IX. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION AND EVALUATION

X. ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS

XI. COURSE OUTLINE


