
BARTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE

COURSE SYLLABUS

I. GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION


Course Number: HIST 1465

Course Title: Military History of the Vietnam War 


Credit Hours:
3

Division/Discipline: Academics/History
Course Description: This course presents the history of the Vietnam War. As background for the war, this course will first examine the political, diplomatic, economic and military events from 1914 that led to the development of Vietnamese Nationalism and the American commitment to the war. The course will then cover the escalation of the war through the various American administrations.  Military strategy will be discussed along with the political, diplomatic and economic context in which it occurred.  The anti-war movement, public opinion, literature and the media and the war will be discussed.  Finally the peace accords, which may or may not have worked from this conflict, will be studied along with a look at the consequences of the conflict and the lessons learned.  

II. INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

III. COLLEGE POLICIES
Students and faculty of Barton Community College constitute a special community engaged in the process of education.  The College assumes that its students and faculty will demonstrate a code of personal honor that is based upon courtesy, integrity, common sense, and respect for others both within and outside the classroom.

Plagiarism on any academic endeavors at Barton Community College will not be tolerated.   The student is responsible for learning the rules of, and avoiding instances of, intentional or unintentional plagiarism.  Information about academic integrity is located in the Student Handbook.

The College reserves the right to suspend a student for conduct that is determined to be detrimental to the College educational endeavors as outlined in the College Catalog, Student Handbook, and College Policy & Procedure Manual.  (Most up-to-date documents are available on the College webpage.)

Any student seeking an accommodation under the provisions of the Americans with Disability Act (ADA) is to notify Student Support Services via email at disabilityservices@bartonccc.edu.

IV. COURSE AS VIEWED IN THE TOTAL CURRICULUM

This course is designed for students that have completed HIST 1416 American Military History.  It provides a focused study of the US Armed Forces - Army, Navy, and Marines during the Vietnam War.   The cultural, social, political and economic forces that helped shape the military events of the Vietnam War will be examined.  This course will enhance the history curriculum by including an option for students to study the military campaigns of the Vietnam War.  This course will benefit those students planning to pursue bachelor degrees in history or that plan on entering the US defense establishment.  The class provides members of the Active Military, National Guard, and Reserve Forces the opportunity to study the history of their profession.  Military History of the Vietnam War is an approved general education course at Barton Community College.
The transferability of all college courses will vary among institutions, and perhaps even among departments, colleges, and programs within an institution. Institutional requirements may also change without prior notification.  It is the student's responsibility to obtain relevant information from intended transfer institutions to insure that the courses the student enrolls in are the most appropriate set of courses for the transfer program.

V. ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING / COURSE OUTCOMES
Barton Community College is committed to the assessment of student learning and to quality education. Assessment activities provide a means to develop an understanding of how students learn, what they know, and what they can do with their knowledge. Results from these various activities guide Barton, as a learning college, in finding ways to improve student learning.

Course Outcomes, Competencies, and Supplemental Competencies:

A. Describe the basic skills and tools of the Historians' Craft.

1. Define the ability to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate historic change over time.

2. Demonstrate research skills, including the ability to:

a. Utilize primary and secondary sources.

b. Evaluate the validity of sources.

c. Analyze historical perspectives.
B. Identify the political, economic and social causes of the Vietnam War.

1. Explain the rise of Vietnamese Nationalism.

2. Describe how Ho Chi Minh established the Communist Party in Vietnam.

3. Describe the social conditions in Vietnam from 1914 to 1944.

4. Explain the economic perspective of U.S. involvement in Vietnam.

5. Describe the anti-war movement in the U.S.

6. Explain how the American media viewed the war.

7. Describe the opinions of the world concerning the war.

C. Identify the major phases of the war in chronological order.

1. Describe the French involvement in Vietnam.

2. Explain the roots of American involvement in the war.

3. Describe Eisenhower’s policies regarding Vietnam.

4. Explain Kennedy’s escalation of the war.

5. Explain how Johnson continued to escalate the war.

6. Describe the U.S. Military strategy in the war.

7. Identify the campaigns and battles in each phase of the war.

8. Describe Nixon’s strategy for withdrawal.

D. Identify the consequences of the war and the lessons learned.

1. Describe the Paris Peace Accords of 1973.

2. Describe the fall of Saigon and South Vietnam in 1975.

3. Identify some positive consequences of the war.

4. Describe the impact of the war on African-Americans.

5. Describe the impact of Vietnam on America’s world role.

6. Describe the war’s legacy.

7. Explain the effect of the war on the people of Vietnam.
VI. INSTRUCTOR EXPECTATION OF STUDENTS IN CLASS

VII. TEXT AND SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS USED IN THE COURSE

VIII. REFERENCES

IX. BASIS FOR EVALUATION                                                                                     

X. ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS

XI. COURSE OUTLINE


