
BARTON COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

COURSE SYLLABUS
I.  
GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION


Course Number: 

HIST 1461


Course Title: 


Military History of the American Civil War


Credit Hours:
 
3 Credit Hours


Division and Discipline:
Social Science Division





     
History Department

Course Description: This course presents the military history of the American Civil War.  While such topics as the cause of the war and the relative strengths and weaknesses of the North and South will be addressed, the focus of the course will be the major campaigns and battles of the Civil War.  Campaign/battle studies will not consist merely of an examination of the events of the campaign/battle.  They will include that of course, but also a great deal more.  In addition they will include discussions of the events that precipitated each campaign/battle; examinations of the strategy, tactics, and leadership of the belligerents; and evaluations of the result of the battle on the belligerents. 

II.  
CLASSROOM POLICY
Students and faculty of Barton County Community College constitute a special community in the process of education.  The college assumes that its students and faculty will demonstrate a code of personal honor, which is based on courtesy, integrity, common sense, and respect for others both within and outside the classroom.

The college reserves the right to suspend a student for conduct that is detrimental to the college’s educational endeavors as outlined in the catalog.

Plagiarism on any academic endeavor at Barton County Community College will not be tolerated.  Learn the rules of and avoid instances of intentional or unintentional plagiarism.

Anyone seeking an accommodation under provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act should notify the instructor and the BCCC Coordinator of Instructional Services.

III.  
COURSE AS VIEWED IN THE TOTAL CURRICULUM
This course is designed as a follow on course for students that have completed HIST 1416 American Military History.  It provides a focused study of the US Armed Forces - Army, Navy, and Marines during the Civil War period.  Primary focus of the course is on the evolution of technology, tactics, strategy and logistics of military operations during the Civil War period.  The cultural, social, political and economic forces that helped shape the military events of the American Civil War will also be examined.  This course will enhance the history curriculum by including an option for students to study the military campaigns of the Civil War.  This course will benefit those students planning to pursue bachelor degrees in history or that plan on entering the US defense establishment.  The class provides members of the Active Military, National Guard, and Reserve Forces the opportunity to study the history of their profession.

American Civil War is a depth course and is an approved general education course at BCCC.

American Civil War is a new course and the transferability of this course has not been coordinated with the Regent’s Universities.

The transferability of all college courses will vary among institutions, and perhaps even among departments, colleges, or programs within an institution.  Institutional requirements may also change without prior notification.  It is the student's responsibility to obtain relevant information from intended transfer institutions to insure that the courses the student enrolls in are the most appropriate set of courses for the transfer program.

IV.  
OBJECTIVE
In this course students will study the military history of the American Civil War.  From this study, they will obtain a clear understanding of the strategy, operations, and leadership of both the Union and Confederate Armies.

V.  
COMPETENCIES
The course is designed to enable the students to:

- Identify the political, economic, and social causes of the American Civil War.

- Contrast the military and naval strength of the North and the South at the outset and throughout the course of the war.

- Identify and explain the contributions of key political and military figures in the American Civil War.

- Identify the major theaters of the Civil War.

- Identify major phases of war in chronological order.

- Explain the military strategies used by the North and the South in each theater.

- Explain how both the Union and the Confederate Navies impacted on the conduct of the war.

- Explain how the relative military and naval strength of the belligerents affected their military strategy and tactics in each phase of the war.

- Identify the campaigns and battles in each phase of the war.  

- Recall the commanders for both sides in each major campaign and battle. 

- Describe the results of each major battle and the campaign to which it belonged.  

- Explain the effects of the results of each campaign on the outcome of the war.  

VI.  
INSTRUCTOR EXPECTATION OF STUDENTS IN CLASS
Students are expected to punctually attend each class session.  Classes will start on time and will not be dismissed early.  Students are expected to complete required readings and assignments as outlined in section XI of this syllabus.  The instructor expects students to be courteous in class.  Sleeping, eating or conducting separate non-course related conversations will not be tolerated.  Disruptive students will be asked to leave the class. 

VII.  
TEXT AND SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS USED IN THE COURSE
Text:    
A Short History of the Civil War
Author: 
James L. Stokesbury

Publisher: 
William Morrow and Company, INC.

                
 New York

VIII. 
REFERENCES
Text:    
America's Armed Forces: A History
Author:  
James M. Morris

Publisher: 
Prentice Hall, New Jersey

Text:    
American Military History Army Historical Series
Publisher: 
Center for Military History

IX.  
METHODS OF INSTRUCTION AND EVALUATION                                                                                     

The final grade will be a combination of a midterm exam, a final exam, a battle study presentation, and class participation.  Each area is weighted as follows:

Midterm Exam
25%

Grading Scale: 
90-100 = A

Final Exam

35%




80-89   = B

Battle Study

25%




70-79   = C

Class Participation
15%




60-69   = D










    <60  = F

X.  
ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS
Students are expected to attend class each class period.  Attendance is a key element to success. If a student must be absent, the student is responsible for notifying the instructor personally prior to the absence.  This procedure may be done in person or by telephone.  If the student is unable to reach the instructor, a message should be left with the secretary.  In case of sudden illness or emergency, notification should follow as soon as possible.  Students who are absent from class must have any missed work made up within one week of returning to class.  For additional information, please refer to the BCCC attendance policy as published in the college catalog.  Please remember that if for any reason you need to drop a class, you are responsible to follow the proper procedures.  Your instructor cannot drop you form the class.

 XI.  
COURSE OUTLINE


Hours

Subject

1
Enrollment/Preliminary Papers Completed

2
Introduction to Military History of the American Civil War

-   Political, Economic, and Social Causes of the War

3       Pre Hostilities Situation

-   Strategies

-   Comparative Advantages and Disadvantages of Belligerents

-   Technology

-   Military Theory (Jomini)

4 Fort Sumter

5 
First Battle of Bull Run

5-10  
Eastern Campaigns 1862

· Peninsula Campaign

· Second Battle of Bull Run

· Jackson’s Valley Campaign

· Antietam Campaign

· Battle of Fredericksburg

11-13 Western Campaigns 1862

· Henry and Donelson Campaign

· Battle of Shiloh

· Battle of Corinth

· Early Vicksburg Operations

14-16 Naval and Amphibious Campaigns 1862

· Blockade Runners

· Monitor and Merrimac

· The Blockade

· Campaign Down the Mississippi

-- Battle of New Madrid

-- Battle of Island # 10

-- Battle of Plum Point

-- Battle of Memphis

· Campaign Up the Mississippi

-- Battle of River Mouth

-- Naval Battle of New Orleans


16-20
Eastern Campaigns 1863

· Battle of Chancellorsville

· Gettysburg Campaign

· Stalemate at the Rappahannock

· Irregular Warfare

20-22 Midterm Exam

23-27 Western Campaigns 1863

· Vicksburg Campaign

-- Grierson’s Raid

-- Battle of Port Hudson

-- Battle of Port Gibson

-- Big Black River Campaign

-- Battle of Champions Hill

-- Siege of Vicksburg

· Tullahoma, Chickamauga, Chattanooga Campaign

-- Battle of Chickamauga

-- Siege of Chattanooga

-- Relief of Chattanooga

-- Battle of Lookout Mountain

-- Battle of Missionary Ridge

-- Siege of Knoxville

-- Relief of Knoxville

28
Naval/Amphibious Operations (Battle of Charleston) 1863

29-33 Eastern Campaigns 1864

· Grant’s Plan

· Battle of the Wilderness

· Battle of Spotsylvania

· Battle of Yellow Tavern

· Battle of Cold Harbor

· Battle of Trevilian Station

· Crossing the James

· Battle of Petersburg

34-36 Shenandoah Valley Campaign

36-40 
Western Campaigns 1864

· Nathan Bedford Forrest’s Operations

· Atlanta Campaign

-- Irregular Warfare

-- Battle of Kenesaw Mountain

-- Battle of Peachtree Creek

-- Battle of Ezra Church

· March to the Sea

· Battle of Savannah

· Hood’s Tennessee Campaign

41 Naval Operations 1864

· Red River Campaign

· Kearsarge vs. Alabama

· Battle of Mobile Bay

· Fort Fisher

42-43 Military Operations 1865

· Fall of Richmond & Petersburg

· Carolinas Campaign

· Selma Campaign

· Appomattox

43-45
Final Exam
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