
BARTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE

COURSE SYLLABUS

I. GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION

Course Number:              
 HIST 1425

Course Title:                    
Women and the American Experience

Credit Hours:                   
3 

Division and Discipline:  
Academic Division/ History 

Course Description:  This course is an introduction to the history of women in America.  The primary focus is that of the experience of American women in the areas of family life, economic life, and public life.  Special attention will be given to the diversity of class, race and region.  Topics are covered which give women’s history its distinctive character.  

II. INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

III. COLLEGE POLICIES
Students and faculty of Barton Community College constitute a special community engaged in the process of education.  The College assumes that its students and faculty will demonstrate a code of personal honor that is based upon courtesy, integrity, common sense, and respect for others both within and outside the classroom.

Plagiarism on any academic endeavors at Barton Community College will not be tolerated.   The student is responsible for learning the rules of, and avoiding instances of, intentional or unintentional plagiarism.  Information about academic integrity is located in the Student Handbook.

The College reserves the right to suspend a student for conduct that is determined to be detrimental to the College educational endeavors as outlined in the College Catalog, Student Handbook, and College Policy & Procedure Manual.  (Most up-to-date documents are available on the College webpage.)

Any student seeking an accommodation under the provisions of the Americans with Disability Act (ADA) is to notify Student Support Services via email at disabilityservices@bartonccc.edu.

IV. COURSE AS VIEWED IN THE TOTAL CURRICULUM

Through this course, the student will glean American Women’s history from its beginning to the 21st century.  Students seeking knowledge of the role of women in American History will find this course content interesting and informative.  It can also enhance the study of history with its specific concentration on the history of the Women’s Suffrage Movement, slavery and abolition, the role of women in WWI and WWII, as well as the roles of women in the north and south during the Civil War.

Women and the American Experience is a depth course and is an approved general education course at BCC.

This course may transfer to some of the Kansas Regent Universities and may be used to help fulfill program requirements.

The transferability of all college courses will vary among institutions, and perhaps even among departments, colleges, or programs within an institution.  Institutional requirements may also change without prior notification.  It is the student’s responsibility to obtain relevant information from intended transfer institutions to insure that the courses the student enrolls in are the most appropriate set of courses for the transfer program.
V. ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING 

Barton Community College is committed to the assessment of student learning and to quality education.  Assessment activities provide a means to develop an understanding of how students learn, what they know, and what they can do with their knowledge.  Results from these various activities guide Barton, as a learning college, in finding ways to improve student learning. 

Course Outcomes, Competencies, and Supplemental Competencies:

A. Understand the role of women in English colonies, the native population, and the African American population in the 17th century.
1. Compare and contrast the role of Native American women, African American women and Anglo American women in the 17th century English colonies.
2. Explain how the new world environment reshaped the experience of Anglo American women in the 17th century colonies.

3. Describe how gender affected the organization of society in 17th century English colonies. 
4. Discuss family life, economic life and public life in the American colonies in the 17th century.
B. Describe the changes that occurred in 18th century related to Puritan culture, religion, the Salem witch trials, and the American Revolution.
1. Describe the lives of widows in the 18th century colonies.
2. Explain the impact of the Great Awakening of the 1740’s on colonial women.
3. Describe how women’s roles among the Cherokees changed over the course of the 18th century.
4. Understand the impact of the American Revolution on American women and be able to explain the term ‘republican motherhood”. 
C. Explain how economic growth brought about the reemergence of the doctrine of separate spheres, reform movement, abolition of slavery, and women’s rights movement.
1. Explain the doctrine of ‘separate spheres’.
2. Describe the connection between gender and religion in the early 19th century.
3. Explain the impact of westward expansion on Native American women.

4. Describe the many aspects of family life among enslaved people in the early 19th century.
5. Identify the ‘women question’ in the anti-slavery movement.
6. Explain antebellum property rights laws of married women.
7. Assess the impact of religious commitment on the formation of women’s voluntary societies in the early 19th century.
8. Compare and contrast the moral reform movement and the women’s reform societies.
D. Understand the changes occurring in late decades of the 19th century and the early 20th century related to the industrial revolution, and immigration.
1. Describe all of the factors facilitating the growth in women’s employment between1860-1920.
2. Describe aspects of African American women’s experiences after the Civil War.
3. Identity the challenges faced by union women workers in the late 10th and early 20th century.
4. Identify the extent to which the Civil War had an impact on women’s work.
5. Describe the changes that shaped family life at the end of the 19th century.
6. Explain the advantages and disadvantages of co-educational colleges and single sex colleges in the late 19th and early 20th century.

7. Assess the impact of gender on middles class women’s roles at the turn of the 20th century.
E. Explain how the women’s right to vote became the symbol of women’s rights and the changes that occurred because of the World Wars and Great Depression
1. Identify the major goal of the national consumers League. 

2. Compare and contrast the opportunities available to college educated women around 190 with those of the 21st century
3. Describe the difference at the outset between the National woman suffrage Association and the American woman suffrage Association.
4. Explain the progress of the woman’s suffrage movement between  1896-1910.
5. Identify what the anti-suffragist movement stood for.
6. Explain what happened to the woman’s suffrage movement during WWI.

7. Identify the legislation that opened the mails to information about contraception.

8. Explain how the college experience of the 1920’s affected women students.
9. Describe the ways in which minority women of the 1920’s affected women students.

10. Assess the arguments for and against birth control in the 1920’s

11. Consider the impact of the Great Depression on gender roles.

12. Assess the extent of women’s influence on the New Deal.

13. Understand the impact of WWII on women in the workforce.

14. Explain the major issues of women’s politics in the 1930’s and 1940’s

F. Describe family life in the 1950’s and the trends that followed in the 1960’s – the 1990’s.

1.   Discuss the factor which shaped family life in the 1950’s
2.   Describe trends in family in the 1980’s and 1990’s and their affects on women.
G. Understand the significant impact on American life by the women’s movement, gender justice, and challenges to achieving full equality.

1.   Explain Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
2.  Explain the concept of pay equity or comparable worth.
3.  Describe the ramification of the Personal Responsibilities and Work Opportunity 

     Act of 1996.
4 Explain the significance of the Roe vs. Wade court ruling and its affect on women’s rights.

VI. INSTRUCTOR'S EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS IN CLASS

VII. TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS

VIII. REFERENCES

IX. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION AND EVALUATION

X. ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS

XI. COURSE OUTLINE


