
BARTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE

COURSE SYLLABUS

I. GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION

Course Number: 
EMHS 1908
Course Title:  
Mitigation for Emergency Managers
Credit Hours:  
3

Prerequisites:
None

Division/Discipline:  Technical and Military Outreach
Course Description:  This course is designed to introduce students to the fundamentals of mitigation as a means to reduce hazard risks to our communities and citizens.    
II. INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

III. COLLEGE POLICIES
Students and faculty of Barton Community College constitute a special community engaged in the process of education.  The College assumes that its students and faculty will demonstrate a code of personal honor that is based upon courtesy, integrity, common sense, and respect for others both within and outside the classroom.

Plagiarism on any academic endeavors at Barton Community College will not be tolerated.   The student is responsible for learning the rules of, and avoiding instances of, intentional or unintentional plagiarism.  Information about academic integrity is located in the Student Handbook.

The College reserves the right to suspend a student for conduct that is determined to be detrimental to the College educational endeavors as outlined in the College Catalog, Student Handbook, and College Policy & Procedure Manual.  (Most up-to-date documents are available on the College webpage.)

Any student seeking an accommodation under the provisions of the Americans with Disability Act (ADA) is to notify Student Support Services via email at disabilityservices@bartonccc.edu.

IV. COURSE AS VIEWED IN THE TOTAL CURRICULUM

This course is designed to provide insight into the why mitigation is so important in bother emergency management and in community planning and development.  The course addresses what the community can do about identified hazard risks and how to accomplish mitigation measures.  Students will use case studies to determine the best approach for a given community. 

V. ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING 

Barton Community College is committed to the assessment of student learning and to quality education.  Assessment activities provide a means to develop an understanding of how students learn, what they know, and what they can do with their knowledge.  Results from these various activities guide Barton, as a learning college, in finding ways to improve student learning. 

Course Outcomes, Competencies, and Supplemental Competencies:

A. Describe the rationale for mitigation and its function as a component of emergency management.   
1. Cite examples of the financial costs of U.S. disasters since 1975. 
2. Define mitigation. 

3. Explain the rationale for mitigation introduced in the 1995 National Mitigation Strategy. 

4. List the five elements of a “disaster-resistant” community.

5. Describe how mitigation relates to the four phases of emergency management. 

6. Describe the five-step hazard analysis process and its relationship to mitigation. 
B. Define the principles, purposes and priorities of mitigation. 
1. List and describe each of the six mitigation strategies:
a. Prevention
b. Property Protection
c. Natural Resource Protection
d. Emergency Services
e. Structural Projects
f. Public Information
2. List the five elements of the STAPLE multi-objective decision criteria.
a. Social

b. Technical

c. Administration

d. Political

e. Legal

f. Environmental

3. Identify the questions used in the STAPLE criteria to determine appropriate mitigation measures. 
C. Identify mitigation measures that are applicable to local hazard risk problems. 
1. Complete a hazard profile and risk assessment index for a case study community. 
2. Apply multi-objective decision criteria for selecting a mitigation strategy to a case study community. 
D. Describe the responsibilities and resources for mitigation. 
1. Describe the respective mitigation roles of local, State and Federal governments. 
2. Describe the role and challenges of the public sector in community mitigation strategies. 

3. Explain the differences between the three categories of mitigation assistance programs, and gibe an example of the programs of each category. 

a. Pre-disaster

b. Post-disaster

c. Disaster-applicable 

4. For each level of government (Local, State, Federal) list and describe three possible technical and/or financial resources for mitigation efforts. 
E. Outline mitigation planning considerations. 
1. Discuss the rationale (include recommended participants, activities and benefits) of a local pre-disaster mitigation program.
2. Describe the 10-step process to prepare effective community mitigation plan. 

a. Map the hazards

b. Determine the potential damage

c. Identify what is already being done

d. Identify what is not already being done

e. Brainstorm alternatives

f. Evaluate actions

g. Coordinate with others

h. Select actions

i. Develop a strategy

j. Adopt and monitor the plan

3. Develop an outline of a strategy to be used to begin or enhance a Local mitigation program for a case study community. 

VI. INSTRUCTOR'S EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS IN CLASS

VII. TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS

VIII. REFERENCES

IX. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION AND EVALUATION

X. ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS

XI. COURSE OUTLINE


