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I. GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION

Course Number:
CRIM 1667

Course Title:

Crime Scene Investigation

Credit Hours:

4
Prerequisites:

1600 Intro to Criminal Justice I

Division/Discipline:
Workforce Training and Community Education/Criminal Justice

Course Description:
This course teaches the techniques in the collection, presentation, analysis and interpretation of physical evidence: footprints, tool marks, hair, blood, fibers, stains, handwriting, fingerprints, and ballistics. This includes scene searches, recording, and some photography.

II. CLASSROOM POLICY

Students and faculty of Barton Community College constitute a special community engaged in the process of education.  The college assumes that its students and faculty will demonstrate a code of personal honor that is based upon courtesy, integrity, common sense, and respect for others both within and outside the classroom.

The College reserves the right to suspend a student for conduct that is detrimental to the  College’s educational endeavors as outlined in the College Catalog.

Plagiarism on any academic endeavors at Barton Community College will not be tolerated.  Learn the rules of, and avoid instances of, intentional or unintentional plagiarism.

Anyone seeking an accommodation under provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act should notify Student Support Services.

III. COURSE AS VIEWED IN THE TOTAL CURRICULUM

This course is a study of procedures and practices most commonly confronting law enforcement officers in the administration of criminal law regarding evidence preservation, collection, and examination.

IV. ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING/COURSE OUTCOMES

Barton Community College is committed to the assessment of student learning and to quality education.  Assessment activities provide a means to develop an understanding of how students learn, what they know, and what they can do with their knowledge.  Results from these various activities guide Barton, as a learning college, in finding ways to improve student learning.

Upon completion of this course the student will be able to

1. Properly protect and conduct investigations of crime scenes.

2. Properly collect and preserve evidence, to include the packaging, storage, and chain of custody of the evidence.

3. Document crime scene evidence through notes, diagrams, and photography in order to record pertinent information.

4. Identify the types of forensic analysis that could be performed in an investigation.

5. Write complete and accurate crime scene reports.

6. Testify in court in order to furnish information concerning the investigation of a crime using notes and records made during the investigation, knowledge of the chain of custody, knowledge of the legal proceedings, and the ability to accurately recall and to verbally present the information.

V. COURSE COMPETENCIES

1. Identify the historical foundations of criminal investigation.

2. State the goals and objectives of the investigator in reference to the crime scene.

3. Define the investigator’s role and responsibility in protecting the crime scene, the victims, and the accused.

4. Identify and describe the evidence collection process at the scene.

5. Identify and recognize the different types of physical evidence discovered at a crime scene.

6. Develop a flow chart that will include the discovery of the crime through the final report of the collection and investigation of the crime scene.

7. Identify the present day contemporary concerns and future challenges of the crime scene investigator.

8. Summarize the historical foundation of fingerprinting and how it is used in crime scene investigations in modern times.

9. Identify problems that will be faced with investigators at the scenes of major crimes such as sex-crime, homicides, arson, and drug investigations.

10. Identify and discuss specialized areas of evidence collection that normally would not be done by patrol officers or members of smaller law enforcement agencies.

11. Define the process of working a complete scene from securing it through report writing and courtroom testimony.

VI. INSTRUCTOR'S EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS IN CLASS

VII. TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS

VIII. REFERENCES

IX. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION AND EVALUATION

X. ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS

XI. COURSE OUTLINE

