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I. GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION

Course Number:
CRIM 1623

Course Title:

Criminal Profiling

Credit Hours:

3

Prerequisites:



Division/Discipline:
Workforce Training and Community Education/Criminal Justice

Course Description:
This course involves learning the techniques of socio-psychological profiling to establish leads and detect patterns in unsolved cases and/or classify and predict the behavior patterns of repeat offenders, particularly serial murderers, arsonists, rapists, and child molesters.

II. CLASSROOM POLICY

Students and faculty of Barton Community College constitute a special community engaged in the process of education.  The college assumes that its students and faculty will demonstrate a code of personal honor that is based upon courtesy, integrity, common sense, and respect for others both within and outside the classroom.

The College reserves the right to suspend a student for conduct that is detrimental to the College’s educational endeavors as outlined in the College Catalog.

Plagiarism on any academic endeavors at Barton Community College will not be tolerated.  Learn the rules of, and avoid instances of, intentional or unintentional plagiarism.

Anyone seeking an accommodation under provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act should notify Student Support Services.

III. COURSE AS VIEWED IN THE TOTAL CURRICULUM

This course familiarizes the student with a general overview of the literature on criminal profiling and criminal investigative psychology such as the deductive and inductive processes that investigators typically use during an investigation. The main purpose of this area is to provide the student with the basic ability to understand how to detect and look for psychological clues at a crime scene. 

IV. ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING/COURSE OUTCOMES

Barton Community College is committed to the assessment of student learning and to quality education.  Assessment activities provide a means to develop an understanding of how students learn, what they know, and what they can do with their knowledge.  Results from these various activities guide Barton, as a learning college, in finding ways to improve student learning.

Upon completion of this course the students will have acquired a body of knowledge, which will enable them to:

1. Understand how to classify and predict the behavior patterns of repeat offenders, serial murderers, rapists, arsonists, and child molesters.

2. Demonstrate the ability to use sociopsychological profiling to establish leads and detect patterns in unsolved cases.

3. Develop a criminal profile using crime scene actions.

4. Interpret the psychological behavior at a crime scene.

5. Discuss the differences between deductive and inductive profiling.

6. Discuss the differences between crime scene behaviors and motives.

V. COURSE COMPETENCIES

1. Investigate the history of criminal profiling

2. Compare the differences between inductive and deductive criminal profiling

3. Define crime reconstruction

4. Analyze wound patterns

5. Compare crime scene characteristics

6. Define modus operendi

7. Determine staged crime scenes

8. Describe offender signatures

9. Define criminal motivation

10. Assess offender characteristics

11. Define the role of criminal profiling in court

12. Evaluate psychopathic behavior

13. Define sadistic behavior

14. Analyze domestic homicides

15. Describe sexual asphyxia

16. Discuss stalking

VI. INSTRUCTOR'S EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS IN CLASS

VII. TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS

VIII. REFERENCES

IX. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION AND EVALUATION

X. ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS

XI. COURSE OUTLINE

