BARTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE

COURSE SYLLABUS

FALL 2010
I. GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION

Course Number: 
               CRIM 1610
Course Title: 
               Criminology
Credit Hours: 
               3
Prerequisite: 
               None
Division and Discipline:     Workforce Training and Community Education/Criminal Justice
Course Description:            This course will endeavor to shed light upon the complexities of criminology, crime causation, and reaction of offenders.  Some of the topics include:  crime and criminology, casual analysis, psychogenic approaches, the social-psychology of criminal careers, patterns of sexual deviation, murders and assaultists, criminality among respectable citizens, treatment of offenders, and the results of treatment.

II. CLASSROOM POLICY

Students and faculty of Barton Community College constitute a special community engaged in the process of education.  The college assumes that its students and faculty will demonstrate a code of personal honor that is based upon courtesy, integrity, common sense, and respect for others both within and outside the classroom.

The College reserves the right to suspend a student for conduct that is detrimental to the College’s educational endeavors as outlined in the College Catalog.

Plagiarism on any academic endeavors at Barton Community College will not be tolerated.  Learn the rules of, and avoid instances of, intentional or unintentional plagiarism.

Anyone seeking an accommodation under provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act should notify Student Support Services.  

III. COURSE AS VIEWED IN THE TOTAL CURRICULUM

This course explores the complexities of the psychological and sociological source of criminal behavior.

Students planning to transfer credit for a baccalaureate degree will be granted transfer credit only as determined by the four-year institution.  The transferability of all college courses will vary among institutions, and perhaps even among departments, colleges, or programs within an institution.  Institutional requirements may also change without prior notification.  Students are responsible to obtain relevant information from intended transfer institutions to insure that the courses the student enrolls in are the most appropriate set of courses for the transfer program.

IV. ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING/COURSE OUTCOMES

Barton Community College is committed to the assessment of student learning and to quality education.  Assessment activities provide a means to develop an understanding of how students learn, what they know, and what they can do with their knowledge.  Results from these various activities guide Barton, as a learning college, in finding ways to improve student learning.

Upon successful completion of this course students will be able to understand the psychological and sociological sources that make up criminal behavior.  Students will gain an understanding of public beliefs towards crime and criminal behavior, of the popular approaches of criminology, the historical development of the study of crime, and an understanding for the basis of present and future development of the study of criminal behavior.  To achieve the objectives students will have to read the text and devote time and thought to the subject.

V. COURSE COMPETENCIES

1. Develop a glossary of new words, terms, and definitions.

2. Identify verbally and in writing the major goals of criminology.

3. Compare and contrast the three most significant methods of collecting crime data.

4. Compare and contrast classical theory and early positivist theory.

5. Describe current research on the genetic basis of crime.

6. List and discuss biochemical factors believed to influence violent behavior.

7. Describe the basis of psychoanalytic theory.

8. Discuss why the sociological perspective is the predominant force in criminology

9. Compare and contrast social structure and social process theory.

10. Trace the creation of the English Common Law and show how it has influenced law in the United States.

11. Describe the physical and mental elements of a crime.

12. List and describe specific causes of violent behavior.

13. Define the subculture of violence.

14. Identify the causes of economic crime.

15. Identify the characteristics of amateur and professional criminals.

16. Identify forms of organized and white collar crime.

17. Trace the history of substance abuse in the United States.

18. Identify the major components of the criminal justice system.

19. State the goals and objectives of each of the components of the criminal justice system.

20. Develop a flow chart using a fact situation depicting an arrest showing the sequence of events which will take place with regard to the criminal process.

VI. INSTRUCTOR'S EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS IN CLASS
VII. TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS
VIII. REFERENCES
IX. METHODS OF INSTRUCTION AND EVALUATION
X. ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS
XI. COURSE OUTLINE

