BARTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE
COURSE SYLLABUS


GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION

Course Number: 		COMM 1212
Course Title:  		Fundamentals of Debate
Credit Hours:  		3	
Prerequisites: 		None
Division/Discipline:  		Academics/Communications
Course Description: 	This course is designed for the novice collegiate debater to study the skills and methodology of argumentation and persuasion in the debate format. Students will learn the correct process of argumentation, research, analogy and persuasive presentation. Those seeking professions in speech communication, public relations, law and salesmanship will find this course valuable.


INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
	
	
COLLEGE POLICIES

Students and faculty of Barton Community College constitute a special community engaged in the process of education.  The College assumes that its students and faculty will demonstrate a code of personal honor that is based upon courtesy, integrity, common sense, and respect for others both within and outside the classroom.

Plagiarism on any academic endeavors at Barton Community College will not be tolerated.   The student is responsible for learning the rules of, and avoiding instances of, intentional or unintentional plagiarism.  Information about academic integrity is located in the Student Handbook.

The College reserves the right to suspend a student for conduct that is determined to be detrimental to the College educational endeavors as outlined in the College Catalog, Student Handbook, and College Policy & Procedure Manual.  (Most up-to-date documents are available on the College webpage.)

Any student seeking an accommodation under the provisions of the Americans with Disability Act (ADA) is to notify Student Support Services via email at disabilityservices@bartonccc.edu.
	

COURSE AS VIEWED IN THE TOTAL CURRICULUM
Fundamentals of Debate is an elective class for those students majoring in communications. This course transfers well and may be used to help fulfill credit and course requirements for general education at most, if not all, Kansas Regents’ institutions. However, general education requirements vary among institutions, and perhaps even among departments, colleges, or programs within an institution. Also, these requirements may change from time to time and without notification. Therefore, it shall be the students' responsibility to obtain relevant information from intended transfer institutions during his (her) tenure at Barton Community College to insure that he (she) enrolls in the most appropriate set of courses for the transfer program. It is recommended that the student retain this syllabus until transfer has been completed.   

ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING 
	
Barton Community College is committed to the assessment of student learning and to quality education.  Assessment activities provide a means to develop an understanding of how students learn, what they know, and what they can do with their knowledge.  Results from these various activities guide Barton, as a learning college, in finding ways to improve student learning. 

Course Outcomes, Competencies, and Supplemental Competencies:

A. Communicate effectively
1. Use language and nonverbal behavior appropriate to the audience.

B. Analyze an audience and problem solve to create interest and participation in their discourse 
1. Distinguish between propositions of fact, value, and policy and appropriately apply these propositions according to context and audience.

C. Identify and use persuasive communication in public settings 
1. Detect bias, prejudice, and logical fallacies in persuasive messages.

D. Develop and integrate purposeful and constructive criticism
1. Structure and participate in original debate.
2. Choose and defend a topic according to the purpose, context, and the audience.

E. Analyze and evaluate current world events according to multiple philosophical perspectives.
1. Recognize current world events, the connections between these events, and form articulated positions on these events.

F. Ethically approach communication conflicts and their resolutions
1. Create and communicate with ethically sound arguments.

G. Identify, organize, and present sound and reasonable arguments
1. Effectively research using a variety of means.
2. Discriminate between fact and opinion and between emotional and logical arguments.
3. Synthesize and respond to arguments.


INSTRUCTOR'S EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS IN CLASS

TEXTBOOKS AND OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS

REFERENCES

METHODS OF INSTRUCTION AND EVALUATION
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