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master Chart of the open pathway ten-year CyCle
This chart outlines the cycle for the major components of the Open Pathway—Assurance and Improvement. The chart does not reflect any monitoring that may be 
required by some component of the Assurance Review, by Commission policy, or by institutional change requests. To create a chart for a specific institution, enter 
the date of the institution’s next reaffirmation of accreditation in the Year 10 column, then enter each preceding year in the previous columns. Use academic years. 
Institutions that have already transitioned to the Open Pathway may have a modified timeline to accommodate the transition. Maps for specific years are available on the 
Commission website at hlcommission.org.
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The Commission will continue to review data submitted by affiliated institutions through the Institutional Update, will apply change processes as 
appropriate to planned institutional developments, and will monitor institutions through reports, visits, and other means as it deems appropriate.

1  Some institutions will also file materials for multi-campus review
2  Team may require a visit to explore uncertainties in evidence that cannot be resolved at a distance
3  Certain team recommendations may require IAC action
4  Year 10 includes Commission action regarding reaffirmation of accreditation. Action on the Year 10 review will also determine the institution’s future pathway eligibility.
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